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4 HE Perſon thus lamented, was a Prophet 
of the Tord, taken away (it ſeems) in the 
© | midſt of his Days, and Serviceableneſt; 
He was ſent out of Fudab, to teſtify God's 
Diſpleaſure againſt the Sin of Feroboam, in 
making the Calves: which he did with great Courage 
and Fidelity. But by a lying Spirit in the Mouth of 
an old Prophet at Bebel, he was over-perſwaded to 
eat Bread, and drink Water there, contrary to the 
Commandment of the Lord his God; for doing this, 
a Lion met him, as he was returning home - ward, and 
flew him. The old Prophet that ſeduced him, hear- 
ing of this diſaſtrous Event, which himſelf had fore. 
told, went boldly, not fearing the Wrath of the King, 
nor Fury of the Lion, and took the Corpſe of the 
Man of God, and brought it into the City, and gave 
it a decentInterment in his own Grave. His awaken'd 
Conſcience might ſtimulate him to make this Repara- 
tion for the Injury he had done to a Man more righ- 
teous than himſelf, And with this Lamentation, he, 
and his Sons, and, it may be, others of the City 
mourned over him, ſaying, Alas my Brother ! They 
Expreſs'd a ſorrowful Reſentment of the untimely: 
Death of ſo worthy a Perſon. 
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Some 
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reſt followed with a fad . x the Voice. 
This was according to the uſual-Manner of Tan 
their” deceaſed Friends in thoſe Times, J 


Saying, ab my Brother, or, ab Siſter: * Lord, 
or ab — A A 


VS: 


a 


The Obler vation 75 gm m the Text, may be this, ih. 


Jan 5: 28 
bet the. Death of a May of Cb. & Hiithful 
Miniſter © peg Word, Huld be deeply lamented, 


3 Prophet in the old, o a Miniſter of, Chriſti 
the ew Teſtament,.is dekerib'g this Title, 4 
of Ged, 1 Tim, 6. 1 1. It imports bis being eſp pally 
related to God, approptiated and. devoted to gi 
ſet apart for him by à peculiar . Conſecration, 
guiſh d by bis proper Badge, and employ'd 1 in his pa 
| 25 Buſineſs: A Man that is guthoris d & improy 
to declare the Counſel of 5 a ppblſh his N 
to denounce his Judgments, and proclaim his Acts of 
Grace; to manage hisConcernments, to negociate the 


9 of his ſpiritual Kingdom, a miniſter 1 in. holy 7 


Things, is eminently a Man of Gad, and f Way 


Egerllepcy, is) fiyled, the Servant of 5 Lord: a Mi- 
nalter of his, in a near and conſtant 
lim; an Officer in his Houls 3 his Wenn as A 


8 vere, and menial Sctvant. 


85 | 
5 "of ſuch a Man. it is now to be obſerved, pt 

1. That-he-may die wnlimely.. A Man of 81. bow⸗ 

er privileg d and dignity'd by his ſpecial Relation ta 
855 is not exempted from Death, the common Lot 
of Men. Ile is not in Strength ſo great, nor Office 
ſo high, that he ſhould-ſtill live for ever, and not ſe the 


Pit. Being a Man of like Raſſions with, others, a Son 


ef Alam, tormcd out of the Clay, is liable to A 


Diſſolution, | 


22.48... 


ttendance upon 
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Men. Zech. i. 5. "Your Fathers, where are they f and 


tbe Prophets, do they" libe for ver Two indeed, 


Enoch and Elijah, who were Prophets, did remove to 


the World of Spirits, without Teing Death. oo 


4 eap'd the Diteh where all the reſt of Mankind fal 


and drop'd not their Bodies in their aſcent to Heaven, , 
God might ſee fit by theſeInſtances to ſhew, how Men 


ſhould have left the World, if they had not ſinned, 
not by Death, but by a Tranſlation ; and to give 
a Glympſe of that Life and Immortality, which is 
brought e Light by the Goſpel; of the Glory re- 


ſerv'd for the Bodies of the Saints, and the opening of 


the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. Excepting 
thoſe tuo privileg'd Men of God. sone of the Pro- 
Phets live for ever, as to their Bodies. "Moſes my Ser- 


wit is dead, ſays God, Joſh: 1. 2. And the Prophets 


are dead, ſay the Jews truly, Fob. 8. 33 The Priebe, 
the Miniſters of the Lord, were not ſuffered to contin 
by Reaſon of Death, Heb. 7. 23. No more are his Mis 
niſters of the Goſpel. There went out a Saying abroa 
among the primitive Chriſtian Brethren, that one © 
the Apoſtles, namely John, the Diſciple whom Jeſus 
loved, ſhould not die; yet Jeſus ſaid not, be ſhall not 
die: but if Iwill that be tarry till I come, what is that 
10 thee ? Joh. 21. 24. 22> ny 10 20090 
And as Miniſters have no more Pretenſions to Im- 
mortality than their Neighbours, ſo they have no bet- 
ter Security of long” Life. They may die untimely. 
I don't mean before the Time which God hath ap- 
133 unto them; but before they arrive to What 
s called the full Age of Man: the longeſt general 


Period affixed to humane Life. Sometimes God ſpar- 


eth them in the World, as Bleſſings in it, to a good 


and great old Age; and they come to the Grave, and 

to the Garner of Heaven, like as a Shock of Corn 
cometh in, in hisSeaſun. But more frequently are they 
earlier removed henee; many of them dying young 


0 


many 
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' Didvlution, to Caſualtjes, Diſeaſes and Death with;other 
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many in the midſt of their Days and Uſefulneſs 3 in 
theit full Strength, and greateſt active Zeat for the 
Work. of the Lord. The Man of God, whoſe. Death 
is lamented in the Text, ſeems to have died young. 
+ He was moſt probably many Years Junior to him that 
beguiled him, the lying Prophet in Besbei, who is called 
an old Prophet, This could not be ſo old, as Jaoſepbus, 
Ferom, and others would make him, ſuppoſing him 
to be Jddo the Seer, whoſe Viſions againſt Feroboam, 
the Son of Nebat, are mention'd 2 Chron. 9. 29. tor 
that Iddo wrote alſo the Acts of Aijab, King of Judah, 
2 Chron. 13. 22. whoſe Reign did not commence, till 
the eighteenth Vear of Feroboam :; whereas this Pro- 
ry died in the Beginning of it, when the ſolemn 
eſtival was kept in Honour of the newly-erefted 
Golden Calves. - I might out of the new Teſtamenc | 
inſtance in a greater than a Prophet, ZobnBaptiſt,who | 
came'to an untimely End; was killed by a wicked 
Ruler, who is as a roaring Lion, when he was nor 
much above thirty Years old. But I need not produce 
the Bills of Mortality in ancient or later Times, for the 
Proof of what is now under Conſideration, We ſee 
that Miniſters die untimely, as well as others. Doth 
not every Year preſent Experiments of the premature 
Death of ſuch? The melancholly Inſtance of it now 
before our Eyes, calleth us to obſerye and improve ſo 
dark and afflictive a Diſpenſation of Providence. 
And upon humble Inquiry into it, we ſhall find, 
1. That God exerciſeth his Sovereignty in the un- 
timehy Death of a Man, a Miniſter of his. Tho' God 
never acts unaccountably, or without higheſt Reaſon f. 
yet, being infinitely, greater than Man, is not oblig' 
to give Account of his Matters: and we may be in: 
tirely at a Loſs for the Reaſons of what he doth. As 
in this Caſe, = That one Man, one Miniſter dies 
young, in his full Strength of Body and Mind, while 
another lives to a decripit old Age, and ſurvives in a 
great Meaſure his Uſefulneſs, that the more impot- 
Kann | 
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tant, is the ſhorter Life, may be paſt our finding out, 
and no fit Subject of our critical Diſcuſſion; but to be 
reſolv d principally into the ſecret Will, the ſovereign 
Pleaſure of the Lord of Life, and glorious Head of 


the Church. The particular Inſtance in the Text, may 


convince us of the Unſearcheableneſs of God's Judg- 


ments, and Sovereignty of his Providence, That ſo 


good a Man, fo faithful a Prophet, ſhould be lain in 
ſo terrible a Manner, probably in his Youth, or mid- 
dle Age, while the Prophet at Bethel, who, if he was 
a true one, was not ſo bold in God's Cauſe ; and, if 
a good Man, yet with a deliberate Lie enticed the 
other into his Sin, and was more deſerving of his 
Fate, ſtill liv'd, when he was old, in Plenty, and at 
Eaſe : That the Lion, which had juſt kill'd a far bet- 


ter Man, was reſtrain'd from hurting him, even when 
he came to take away his Prey ; ----- what an awful 


Reverence toward the bleſſed and only Potentate, who 
worketh all Things according to the Counſel of his 
Will, may ſuch an Exerciſe of his high Dominion 
ſtrike into our Hearts? Bebold, be taketh away, who 
can hinder him? who will jay unto bim, what doeſt 


tbou? F A Miniſter is a Man of God; and is it not 
lawful for him to do what he will with his own? The 


3 


great God muſt not he deny d the common Privilege 


of all Proprietors and Maſters, It is with him to ap- 


point his Servant the Work he ſhould do, and to fix 
the Time forthe Accompliſhment of it. Some work 
twelve Hours; ſome nine; ſome ſix; ſome three; 
and ſome but one, in the ſpiritual Vineyard: and he 

_ doth no Wrong to any. I is the Lord; ( ſaid Eli, 
when God told him there ſhould not be an old Man 
in his Houſe for ever) let him do what ſeemeth bim good. 
It becomes all to ſay ſo, when the Cauſe of his ſhort- 
ning the Days of any Miniſter, or other Man, is not 


— 


+ Job 9. 12. * 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
Ln 3 | 


Conteſtible. 


. 


* 


* 
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ſo obvious : It is the Lord, whoſe Sovereigaty is in 


- ; 
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conteſtible. And the Conſideration of it ſhould keep 
us from judging any Perſon deceitful & wicked above 
others, becauſe he died before his Time, or liv*d not 
out half his Days. We are not to judge of Men by 
their Sufferings ; nor of Sins by their preſent Puniſh- 
ments: With ſome, the Fleſh is deſtroy*d, that the 
Spirit may be ſav'd ; while with others, the Fleſh is 
pamper'd, and the Soul 18 fitted for Deſtruction. 
Untimely Death is an Event that happens, both to 
the Righteous and to the Wicked: as is the Good, ſo 
is the Sinner in this Reſpect. In God's Hand is the 
Breath of all Mankind, and he taketh it away when, 
and as he pleaſeth. Deut. 32. 39. See now that I, even 
J. am be, and there is no God with me: I kill, and I 
make alive : I wound, and I heal : neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my Hand. This is a Conſidera- 
tion ſufficient, if not to ſatisfy the Minds of the fondly 
inquiſitive and curious, yet to ſtop the Mouths of the 
boldly peremptory and cenſorious. 
2. By Means of the untimely, Death of a Servant of 
God, a Miniſter of his Word, he manifeſts his All- 
wfficiency, 2 Cor. 4. 7. We bave this . Treaſure in 
earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may be 
of God, and not of us. The Goſpel, which is the un- 
earchable Riches of Chriſt, is preached unto us by Men 
who are formed out of the Clay, and ſoon crumbled 
into Duſt, that the excellent Power, which renders it 
effectual for the inlightning of blind, quickening of 
dead, and ſaving of periſhing Souls, might be more 
conſpicuouſly divine. Since the World began was it 
not heard, that any Man opened the Eyes of one that 
was born blind; yet frail Men are ſent, and are ſome- 
times ſucceſsful, to open the Eyes of the ſpiritually 
blind ; and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light. 
Can theſe dry Bones live? O Lord God, thou knoweſs. 
We are ſure they cannot, barely by their Propheſying 
vpon them: That cannot keep theBreath of Life in their 
own Noſtrils. And as the excellent Power of God is 
* | diſplay'd 
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diſplay'd in effecting ſuch wonderful Things by the 
Miniſtry of weak Men, while they live; ſo it is like- | 
wiſe in preſerving the precious Treaſure that was put 
into the earthen Veſſels, when theſe are broken by 
Death. 1 Pet. 1. 24,25. All Fleſþ is as Graſs, and all 
the Glory of Man (even that oy of his which ſpark- 
leth in the brigheſt miniſterial Gifts) #5 as the Flower 
of Graſs ; (which is more fading, and oftentimes falls 
ooner than the Graſs it ſelf) zhe Graſs wither#th, and 
the Flower thereof falleth away ; but the Word of the 
Lord endureth for ever, and this is the Word which by 
the Goſpel.is, preached unto you. Miniſters of the Goſs 
pel, eſpecially when they are ſtrong in their natural 
and acquir'd Endowments, and in the Grace that is in 
Chriſt .. Jeſus, may (as did James, Cephas, and John) 
ſeem to be Pillars , to bear up the Church, and ſup- 
port Religion in the World: But when ſuch as theſe 
are taken down, the Church remains ſtill on the Rock 
upon which it is built: The Foundation and chief 
Corner-Stone of it is, a living Stone. Chriſt abideth 
for ever. When able Miniſters of Religion die, Re- . 
ligion dies not with them. God ſecures to himſelf a 
Succeſſion ;. and his Work ſhall not fall co the Ground 
for want of Hands to carry it on. He ſheweth that 
the Reſidue and All-ſufficiency of the Spirit is with 
him, according as his divine Power hath given unto 
us all Things that pertain unto Life and ' Godlineſs, 
thro* the Knowlege of him that hath called us toGlory 
and Virtue. When God taketh away uſeful Miniſters, 
in the midſt of their Days, and Height of their Servi- 
ceableneſs to the Church, he can, and doth raiſe up 
others in their Stead, to go on in his Work, where they 

\ brokeoff : and ſucceeding Miniſters enter into the 
Labours of the former. He fitteth Inftruments for 
his Work with a great deal of Care; and when they 


* 


\ 


+ Gal. 2. 9. 
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are enter*d upon it, or have gain'd Experience in it, 
and are apteſt to it, then he often lays them aſide: 
And we may be tempted to ſay, Wherefore haſt thou 
made ſuch Men in vain? But he thereby manifeſts 
himſelf to be all in all to his People ; and that what- 
ever Inſtruments he uſeth, he is not tied to any. 

3. In the untimely Death of a Man of God, he 
may teſtify his boly Anger againſt Sin. Death always 
is (and eſpecially when premature) a Fruit of Sin, and 
Mark of God's Diſpleaſure againſt it. By Sin Death 
entred into the World, and ſo it continues & reigns. 
Every Example of it, is an Argument of the Evil and 
Demerit of Sin, and a Diſcovery of the Juſtice of God, 
in puniſhing the Tranſgreſſion of his Law with it. 

1. The untimely Death of a Man of God, may be 
a Teſtimony of the divine Diſpleaſure at Sin, in the 
Man bimſelf. Not that God's everlaſting Love, or 
Hatred of any Man, is known meerly thereby ; and a 
peremptory Concluſion concerning a Perfon's ſpiritual 
and final State, can be drawn therefrom. Bur it may 
be the Effect and Indication of ſuch a Kind & Degree 
of righteous Anger for ſome Offence, as will not be 
pacified without the Death, as well as Repentance of 
the Guilty; of Anger, that kills the Body, tho” it 
reaches not to the Soul. So was the Death of the Man 
of God bewailed in theText. And fo might theDeath 
of Uzzah be, 2 Sam. 6. 6, 7. He might be an honeſt 
Levite, and have a good Intention in laying hold on 
the Ark, tho? he was ſtruck dead therefor, to ſhew how 
j alous God is for the Honour of his Name, in Things 
relating to his Worſhip ; and to warn others not to treat 
holy Things with Irreverence. : 

A Miniſter may die for Errors and Miſcarriages, in 
themſelves ſmaller than thoſe, which another Man is 
ſpared in: and tho* God may forgive him, yet he may 
juſtly rake ſuch Vengeance of his Inventions. | The 


— — — 1 


Pal. 99 · 8. 


nearer 
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nearer and dearer a Perſon isunto God, the fooner may 
he he rebuked by him in thisManner. PreematureDeath 
may be a mixed Cup to him that drinks it, T ho? there 
may be Mercy in it, as it removes him from impend- 


ing Calamities ; yet there may be Judgment in it, as I 


it is ſent for ſome perſonal Fault, or ſinful Infirmity. 
Good King Jeſab was gathered unto his Fathers, to his 
Grave under forty Years of Age, that his Eyes might 
not ſee all the Evil that God would bring upon. his 
People. And yet how it came to paſs that he died 
fo ſoon, when the Work of Reformation, and the 
Affairs of his Kingdom call'd for his longer Continu- 
ance, we are told, 2 Chron. 35. 22. He bearkened not 
unto the Words of Necho, from the Mouth of God. 
Tho? untimely Death may be brought upon a 
ea a good Man, and a Man of God, thro* his own 
fault; yet we muſt be far from ſurmiſſing Evil of 
any one on this Account, and determining this, or the 
other, rea}, or ſuppoſed, Failing in him, to be teſtified 
againſt by ſuch an Event of Providence; Scripture 
Inſtances are given for our Warning, and are not to be 
taken by us as a Warrant to judge our Brother. Vo 
art thou that in this Caſe judgeſt (not another Man's, 
but) God's Servant? to bis own Maſter be tandeth, or 
falleth, Nothing is further from my Purpoſe, than to 
inſinuate any covert undue Reflection upon the Dead, 
in what is now ſpoken purely for the Inſtruction and 
Admonition of the living. £70 

2. The untimely Death of a Man of God, may be 
a Teſtimony of the divine Diſpleaſure at Sin in others ; 
eſpecially in thoſe whoſe Miniſter he was. This may 
be a Judgment on a People for their Barrenneſs under 
his faithful Care and Cultivations : for their obſtinate 
refuſing to hearken to his Voice, God ſilenceth . 
Death; ſaying, as in Ezek. 3. 26. Thou ſhalt be dumb, 


— 


— 


— — — 
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and ſhalt not be to tem a Reprover; for tbey are a rebel. 
lious Houſe. A Miniſter may be - Ws Young into 
his Grave by a diſobedient People. Their unworthy 
Entertainment of him, and of the divine Meſſages 
delivered by him, may provoke God to take him away 
from them in the midſt of his Days, and not ſuffer him 
to ſtand before him, to ſpeak Good for them, and to 
turn away his Wrath from them. The Death of 
One, of whom they are not worthy, may be a Præſage 
of their approaching Calamity; and to prevent his ſee- 
ing of it, and ſharing in it. 2 Kin. 13. 20. Liſba 
dad. and the Bands of the Moabites invaded the Land. 
Mben the King of Heaven calls home his Ambaſſador 
from a People, they ought to fear that War will be 

proclaim'd againſt t ern | == T1165 416 4 
When Noab a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, was hous d 
in the Ark, the Deluge came. When a Miniſter is 
| Iodg'd in the Grave, then God's Wrath may be pour'd 
out on his People, impenitently perſiſting in their 
wicked Ways. Ezek. 33. 33. And when this cometh to 
paſs (Jo, it will come) then ſhall they know that a Pro- 
pbet "bath been among them. For their deſpiſing the 
Youth, ſcorning the Reproofs, and rejecting theCoun- 
ſels of a good Miniſter, People may juſtly be depriv'd 
of the Bleſſing, which his long Life might have been 
unto them, and be dreadfully puniſhed by an unfaith- 
ful Man's coming in his Stead. After the Prophet 
Zechariah had repreſented the Jews ungrateful Con- 
tempt and Abuſe of the good Shepherd, he tells us, 
Chap. 11. ver. 15,16. The Lord ſaid unto me, take unto 
thee yet the Inſtruments of a fooliſh Shepherd. For bo, I 
will raiſe up a Shepherd in tbe Land, which ſpall not vi- 
fit thoſe that be cut off, neither ſhall ſeek the young. One, 
nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that flandeth. 
ill; but' he ſball eat the Fleſh of the Fat, and tear their 
Claws in Pieces. And ſometimes People may idolize 
their Miniſter, have his Perſon in Admiration, and be 
puffed up ſor him; and have too raiſed a > 
| rom 
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from him; looking off from God, may fir their Eyes 
too earneſtly on him, as if by his own Power, or H6> 
finefs, he could do Wonders, make the Word preached 
work effeQually'in them, and. ſave"their Sc, And 
hereby they may.provoke God Gas tage of Jan 
h 


y untimely Death; removing this Image of Jealoiy 
it of his Houſe. And his Voice to them in ſuc 
Diſpenſation is, Ceaſe ye from Man, whoſe Breath is in 
7 Neftrils ; for wherein is he to be accounted of Ini. 
/ ( 
Tbus we ſee, how the divine Sovereignty, All uff 
ciency, and Juſtice may be difplay' d, in the untimely 
Death of a Mam of God.” 2 ann N oe 
(IA: . £4 Wes ; 
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I proceed. e ge 
II. To ſhew that ſuch a Deatb it io be deeply lament 


4. 
The Death of any Man, as it is à nutural Evil,” and 
Fruit of moral, is juſt Reaſon and Occaſion of Sorrow. 
Man goeth to his long Home, and the Mourners go about 
the Streets. Survivors ſhould be Mourners, and walk 
humbly as ſuch. 'A wicked Man's Death is to be la- 
mented for his own Sake, -becauſe he that dieth ſuch is 
undone for ever; and aFellow-Creature*sMiſery ſnould 
not be made light of. The Death of a righteousMan 

is to be laid to Heart for the Sake of our ſelves and 
others, becauſe One is removed that was a Bleſſing to 
thoſe about him: And on every fuch Occaſion it be- 
comes us to pray as in Pſal. 12. 1. Help Lord, for the 
godly Man ceaſeth, for the Faithful fail from among the. 
Children of Men. For the Death of any Inſtrument of 
publick Good we ſhould mourn, becauſe of the com-- 
mon Loſs, and the Judgment thereby inflited on the 
World, The Death of a Man of God is to be eſpe- 
cially lamented, becauſe of his peculiar Relation to 
and Men: To God, as his Servant, Steward, and Am- 
baſſador; to Men, as their ſpiritual Father, and Soul's 
Friend, He is to be eſteemed highly in Love for his 
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Work's Sake: and proportionable to the Eſteem and 
Affection we bear toward him, while living, will be 
our moi over hitn, when dead. Feſus wept at 
the Grave of Lazarus, Joh. 11. 38, 36. Then ſaid the 
ewws, bebold how be loved him The Death of an aged 
Man of God is to be lamented ; for it may be a great 
Lok and Judgment to the World, that needs his Teſti- 
mony, and Counſel, Example and Prayers. In many 
Caſes, an old Witneſs may be of greater Force and 
Advantage, than ten young ones.“ Behold, the Lord of 
Hoſts doth take away Feruſalem, and from Fudab, 
the Prophet, and thePrudent, and the Ancient. Iſai. 3. 1, 2. 
Tho* Elijfbe was very old, and in the Courſe of Nature 
his Life could not be long expected, yet when Joao) 
King of Iſrael viſited the Prophet in his laſt Sickneſs, 
he wept over his Face, and ſaid, O my Father, my Father, 
theChariot of Irarl, & the Horſemen thereof,2Kin. 13,14. 
He lov'd and honour'd the aged dying Prophet, as 
one of the greateſt Bleſſings to his Kingdom, and Ad- 
vantages to his proſperous Reign, and lamented the 
Loſs of him, as if he could better ſpare his Chariots 
and Men of War, than that Man of God, | 
But the Death of a youngMiniſter, may, on ſome Ac- 
counts, be Matter of greater Lamentation. If we have 
Reaſon to fear, what we ſhould be far from determin- 
ing, that after he hath preached” to others, he is him- 
ſelf a Caſt-away, our Concern for his immortal Soul 
(which is loſt, is more miſerable than another Man's) 
will make us regret his untimely Death, becaule it de- 

riv'd him of further Opportunity of perfecting his 
1 and aſſuring his Fidelity. Nadab and 
Abibu were newly inveſted ia the Prieſts Office, when 
for offering ſtrange Fire before the Lord, Fire from 
the Lord devoured them. If that Fire tranſmitted 
their Souls to everlaſting Buraings, (as ſome, perhaps 
the moſt, too peremptorily conclude) if their Spirits 
were not ſaved, after theirFleſh was deſtroyed ; (which 
is more than we can ſay) *tho' Aaron and his ſurviving 


Sons 
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Sons were not to interrupt the Solemnity and Service 
of that Day by mourning, and were forbid to ſhew 
any Tokens of Sorrow; yet laid Moſes unto them, 
Lev. 10. 6. Let your Bretbren, the. whole . Houſe of 
HMael, betwail the Burning which the Lord hath kindledz 
i. e. the burning of thoſe young Men. But if the Mi- 
niſter that dies untimely be a good and faithful Man, 
we may be call'd to mourn over him more than for the 
Death of one, who living to a good old Age, bis Uſe- 
fulneſs was in Appearance much over, his active Work 
done, his Vigour and Activity both of Body and Mind 
{pens ; who having accompliſhed. his Day of Service 
or God and his Generation, doth ſleep in Jeſus, reſt 
from his Labours, and is bleſſed in the Reward of dem, 
The Death of the former deſtroys our Hopes, and de: 
prives the World of the Benefit they may have had 
by the Life of the latter. Paul, that had a ſtropg De- 
fire to depart, and be with Chriſt, was yet content to 
remain longer in the Body, upon, the Proſpect of fur- 
ther Serviceableneſs to the Church, Phil. 1. 23. Such 
a Proſpect is intercepted, and wholly cut off, by th 
untimely Death of a good e Miniſter; The 
zore needful for us his Abode in the Fleſh is, the more 
ſorrowful is our parting with him: The greater is our 
Loſs, the greater the Token of God's Anger in it, and 
therefore the greater ſhould the Mourning be. . People 
ſhould bewail the untimely Death of their Paſtor, which 
their Sins may have procured, and by which, if they 
repent not, they are admoniſhed of their Ruin. Ie 
becomes them to weep over him, ſaying, My Father, 
tiny Father ! — A Glory and Defence of this Place, 
---The Miniſters of the Lord ſhould lament. the Praz- 
mature Death of a Brother and Companion in Labour z 
theirFellow- Worker unto the Kingdom of God, which 
hath been a Comfort unto them: ſhould moura over 
him, ſaying, Alas my Brother | _ 5 
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I. Hence let every Miniſter be excited to ſuch a 
Behaviour of himſelf, while living, that when he 
dies, be it untimely, or in à full Age, he may be la- 
mented as a Man of God ſhould be. This Honour 
that is done to a Servant of the Lord at his Death, 
redounds to the Glory of God, whoſe Gifts & Graces 
in him, and Preſence with him, made his Life ſuch a 
Bleffing, as that the Extinction, eſpecially the Abbrevi- 
ation of it, is ſo much regretted ; and therefore it may 
be an Argument with the truly humble Miniſter, who 
ſeeks only that Chriſt may be magnified in his Body, 
whether it be by Life or by Death, fo to live, as that 

e may die lamented ; --- lamented as a holy Man of 
God, a good and uſeful Miniſter ſhould be. And in 
order to this, he muſt labour to be thoroughly fur- 
hiſhed unto, and eminently faithful in every good 
Work; which as a Chriſtian and a Miniſter he is call'd 
to the Performance of, 1 Tim. 6. 11. Thou, O Man 
of God, flee theſe Things, (i.e. youthful Luſts, and the 

ve of Money, and all other Evils, to which Men 
are ſo much bent and addicted) and follow after Rigb- 
teonſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs. 
| Fight the good Fight of Faith, lay bold on eternal Life 
weber me thou art alſo called, and Bf profeſſed 4 good 
Profeſſion before many Witneſſes, --- Keep this Command- 
ment without Spot, unrebutabie. | | 
Bad Miniſters die unlamented, for any Lofs that 
the Church ſuſtains by their Removal, tho* in the 
midſt of their Days: but good Miniſters have been 
fo manifeſted in the Conſciences of all Men, that their 
Death has been lamented, even by ſuch as were diſ- 
obedient to the Word they preached. The Man of 
God, who cried againſt the Altar at Berbel, was abu- 
ſively treated there. None (as we can find) believed 
his Words, when he ſpake 1a the Name of the Lord. 
| But 
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But when he was dead, they mourned over him. By 
his Death the old Prophet, that wickedly beguiled 
him into it, and others alſo, might be reaſonably con- 
vinced that he was a true Man of God, and that all 
which he had threatned ſhould furely come to pals, 
Therefore they paid ſo much Honour to him at hig 
Burial. This is a ſmall Part of a Prophet's Reward, 


II. Is the untimely Death of a Man of God to be 
deeply lamented ? Then all proper Care ſhould be 
taken by himſelf and others, that his Life may be pro- 
longed. Gladly indeed ſhould he ſpend, and be ſpent 
for Souls; ſparing no Pains, which their Good and 
Safety requires : neither ſhould he count his Lite dear 
unto himſelf, ſo that he may finiſh his Courſe with joy, 
and the Miniſtry which he hath received of the Lord 
Ja. to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 

et, according to the Importance of his Life, the fixth 
Commandment requireth of him, and his People, to uſe 
all lawful Means to preſerve. it, and to guard againſt all 
natural & moral Cauſes of ſhortning Men's Days. He 
ſhould be wiſe to Sobriety, and temper his Zeal with 
Prudence, and not overdo in doing well. Eccl. 7.46. 
Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thy ſelf over- 
wiſe : toby ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf £ People ſhould 
not lay fo great a Burden on him, as is enough to cruſh 
him in his full Strength, T They ſhou!d not expect 
of him ſuch conſtant and vehement Preaching, as will 
ſoon burn the Bellews, wear out his Lungs, and blaze 
out the Light of Life into an uatimely Period. They 
may be acceſſary to hisDeath, by tempting and draw- 
ing him into Sin with them ; as was the old Prophet 
in Beibel unto his, lamented in the Text. The Iaelites 
by their murmuring angered Moſes, the Man of God, 
at the Waters of Strife, ſo that it went ill with Moſes 


+ Deut. 1. 12. 
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for their Sakes, becauſe they provoked his Spirit, ſo 
that he ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips, P/al. 106. 
32, 33. For that hafty Expreſſion of his in Numb. 20. 
10. Hear now, ye Rebels, muſt we fetch Water of this 
Rock ? God would not let him live to conduct the 
Iſraelites into Canaan, tho? he earneſtly. beg'd that he 
might, and for whichService Age had not render'd him 
leſs capable, than ever he had been. For we read, that 
his Eye was not dim, nor his natural Force abated. * 
For their Murmurings, a contentious People may be 
Juſtly puniſhed with the Sin and Death of their Mini- 
ſter. They ſhould endeavour to make his Work as 
eaſy and plcafant to him as poſſible, by letting him lee, 
that he does not labour in vain, nor ſpend hisScrengrh 
for nought. 1 The. 3. 7, 8. Therefore, Brethren, we 
were comforted over you in all our A Hion and Diſtreſs, 
by your Faith ; for now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the 
Lord. The Obedience of Faith in the good Conver- 
ſation of his People, is Life to a faithful Miniſter, 
who hath no greater Joy than to ſee them walking in 
Truth; but their open Diſobedience perſiſted in, is a 
Heart- breaking, killing Sorrow to him; and may make 
him ſometimes ready to wiſh, not only for a locg ng 
Place in the Wilderneſs, that he might leave his Veo - 
ple, and go from them; but even a reſting Place in 
the Grave, where their Wickedneſs will no more trou- 


ble him. 1 Kin. 19. 4. Eliſe went a Days Journey 


into the Wilderneſs, and came and ſat down under a Ju- 
niper Tree: and be requeſted for himſelf that he might 
die, and faid, it is enough," nbw, O Lord, take away 
my Life; for I am not beiter than my Fathers. 


NI. The Lords of Hoſts, we ſee, doth this Day 


call us to weeping and to mourning. Tears only 


might ſerve for à cloſe of the Sermon on the pieſent 


, 8 _—_— ths. the. * — — * 
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Occaſion : and the Speaker is prepar*d to pour them | 


forth, rather than Words upon the folemn Aſſembly. 
But there is no Need of mine to provoke your's z nor 
to call for thoſe who are ſkilful of Lamentation, to 
move the Paſſion of Grief, in the hardeſt of our 
Hearts. Who can forbear to mourn the untimely 
Death of the Man of God, whoſe Funeral we are now 
attending? Is there a Perſon that does not from the 
bottom of his Heart ſigh out the Lamentation over 
him, Alas my Brother ! or, O my Father, my Father | 
Ab Lord] or ab his Glory It is the Death of a Pro- 
phet, and of the Son of a Prophet, we are bewailing ; 
of an able Miniſter of the New Teſtament, taken away 
from us in the midſt of his Days, and growing Ser- 
viceableneſs; and at a Seaſon when it ſeemeth moſt 
needful for us, that he ſhould abide;ſtill in the Fleſh. 
To be regardleſs of the Operation of God's Hand in 
it, and unaffected with Sorrow for it, would argue 
ſtrange Stupidity in us. 10 * tO 


Wherefore, mourn, O ye People of the Lord in 
this Place, as it becomes you; and with Agonies 
of juſt and pious Grief deplore your Loſs of ſo be- 
loved a Paſtor, | $17 | 

The Father of Lights furniſh*d him with goodGifts, 
natural and acquired, for the Work of the Miniſtry : 
and he obtained Mercy of the Lord to be faithful 
in the Exerciſe of them; applying himſelf with great 
Diligence and Care to all Parts of his Duty. 8 


By the divine Bleſſing on a ſutable Education, h 
came firſt among you a Scribe inſtructed _— 
Kingdom of Heaven: and he hath ever ſince, by 
hard Study and humble Prayer, been increaſing, his 
Treaſure of Knowlege and Wiſdom; and | hath oh- 
ſervably ſhined more and more in his minifterial Ac- 
compliſhments and Performances, as well as Rua 
is; | races 
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Graces and Vertues. His Prayers and Sermons were 


judiciouſiy compos'd, and gravely utter'd in the Lan- 
— of holy Scripture, and with a moving Pathos; 
diſcovering a large and intimate Acquaintance with 
the moſt ſubſtantial Things of Religion, and breath- 
ing a Spirit of Piety toward God, and of Love to 
the Souls of Men. O] how fervent and affectionate 
was he wont to be in addreſſing Heaven for you, and 
delivering Meſſages from thence to you; offering 
up Prayers and Supplications, both publick and pri- 
vate, with ftrong Crying and Tears : and exhorting, 
and comforting, aud charging every one of you, as & 
Father doth his Children : willing to have imparted 
vnto you, not the Goſpel of God only, but ' alſo his 
dyn Soul, becauſe ye were dear unto him? How 
faithful and prudent was he as a Steward and Ruler in 
the Houſe of God, managing the Concernments of 
this Church, to the Preſervation of ' Peace and good 
Order among you? As a wiſe and ſkilful Pilot hath 
he ſteer d you a right and ſafe Courſe, in the late 
troubled Sea of Ecclefiaftical Affairs; guarding you 
againſt dangerous Rocks on the one Hand, and on 
the other; ſo that you have eſcaped the Errors and 
Enthuſiaſm, which ſome ; and the Infidelity and In- 
differency in Matters of Religion, which others have 


How meekly and humbly hath he demeaned him- 
ſelf toward you? and yet how vigilantly and couragi- 
ouſly hath he withſtood every Thing which he appre- 
hended was contrary to God's Will, and prejudicial 
"to the Health of Souls? What a real and earneſt 
"Concern hath he ever expreſs'd for the Honour of 
"Chriſt, and your Welfare; exerting the utmoſt of 
His Skill, Care and Strength to promote the ſame ? 
"He lov'd and delighted in the Work, to which he 
was call'd, and his Heart was more intenſely engaged 
upon it, the nearer he was to his finiſhing of it. He 
1 | labour'd 
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jabour'd abundantly in Word and Doctrine, in fliidy- 
ing and preaching, after 'bodily Weakneſs and Ha. 

came upon him ; and when you and others have 
wiſn'd him to be more fparing of his Strength. 
Such a Deſire had he to be always about his Mafter's 
Buſineſs, miniftring the Goſpel of God to 122 ag 
made it grievous unto him, to be taken off from it; 
or to abate of his active Diligence in it: and theZeal 
of God's Houſe might be one Thing that did eat 


How bright and engaging an Example was he 
the Flock, of a conſcientious Regard to whatſoever 
Things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, praif--worthy, 
lovely, and of good Report? Te are Witneſſes, an 

God alſo, how holily, and unblameably he behav'd 
in all manner of Converſation, and every Part of h 
facred Function. Doubtleſs he had his Failings : P 
not deſcribing him as perfect, while in this mortal 
State; but I know of none more without Offence 
than he was in the whole of his paſtoral Condu t. 


- Brethren, You have been retnatkable (almoſt ſingu- 
lar) for your ſtedfaſt, unſhaken Affection to him, in a 
Day of uncommon Temptation: and we have not 
heard the leaſt Complaint whiſper'd by any of you 
againſt him. Whatever Murmurings there have been 
againſt Miniſters, and Seperations from them, in other 
Places; your's hath been defervedly much reſpected 
and reverenced, and cloſely adher'd to by you; not 
turning aſide from, bur ſtrictly obſerving and follow- 
ing the Footſteps of the Flock, and feeding your 
Kids befide the Shepherds Tent, And now, your being, 
bereav'd of a Miniſter, ſo highly valu'd by. you, 
muſt needs be mournfully reſented as an unſpeakable 
(we hope not irreparable) Loſs to you. : 


We 


» euren 


We do weep with you, and for you, O afflicted 
People, ſorrowing that you muſt ſee his Face no 
more. Alas l that he whoſe Voice us'd to be fo 

pleaſant and inſtructive to you from this ſacred Deſk, 
muſt now lie ſilent in a darkſome Coffin before you! 
Silent--- did I ſay? Being dead, be ſpeaketh; and 

hes this Day an awakening Sermon of Repen= 
tance to you. Hear the Rod, and him that hath 
appointed it. Remember how ye have received, 
and heard, and hold faſt, and repent. - 


- Your former Paſtor + (whoſe Memory is precious 
to you) died, when about the ſame Age with this now 
ſleeping here in Jeſus. O that you may know the 
meaning of ſuch a repeated ſorrowful Bereavement, 
and comply with the great Deſign of Providence in 
t, by the Amendment of your Hearts and Ways 
And our inceſſant Cries ſhall be joined with your's to 
the compaſſionate Lord Jeſus, that ye may not be as 

Sheep having no Shepherd, ſcattered abroad in a 
cloudy and dark Day. | | 


What Conſolation in Chriſt doth the Woman of a 
forrowful Spirit now ſtand in Need of, who was the 
Deſire of the deceaſed Prophet's Eyes? Her Grief, 
tho' ſilent, muſt be deep, and will be laſting ; tho? it 
is not querulous. Should I ſay unto her, as Eliſha's 
Servant did by his Order to the bereaved Shunamite, 
Vit well with thee ? Is it well with thy Huſband ® Fc. 
doubt not but ſhe can Anſwer, as that pious Woman 
did, It is well: Believing and acknowledging that all 
that God doth is well, 
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A happy firmneſs of Mind, not very common to 
her Sex, to bear the Shock of ſuch a grievous. 
Affliction, with patient Reſignation to the Will of 
God, hath been heretofore obſervable in her. May 
it ſtill abide by the Power 7 divine Grace in her, and 
with her. God is puttidg her to the ſame Trial 
as formerly: O that there may be the like amiable 
Expreſſions of a quiet and ſubmiſſive Spirit, while 
ſhe heartily mourns r v the belt 
of Huſbaods © 11 


She will chuſe, with ae ** humble 3 
to ſay, The Lord bath not dealt with me after my Sins 3 
rather than as the diſtreſſed Widow, in Ruth. 1. 20. 
(leſt it ſhould ſavour of Impatience) the 'Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. In him may ſhe: Es 


his Comforts delight her Soul, | | Wop ns 


When we behold the dear & tender Of ring of the 
departed Servant of the Lord, do not our Bowels yern: 
good a Father they have 
loſt? How ſolicitous and ſkilful a Guide of their 
Youth. ? - But with God the Fatberleſs find Mercy: 
And Men will ſurely ſhew. Kindneſs unto theſe, for 
their Father's fake. May they all be ſpared; and 
there be a Bleſſing in every one of them ! + Pak; 102. 
28. The Children of thyServants ſhall continue, ond wa 
Seed ſhall be eftabliſhed before thee. | 


The Breach made in the afflicted Family is ſtill 
wider, Oh ! the Bitterneſs of their Sorrow, 'who - 
are mourning for their Firſt-born | The aged, vene- 
rable Father, and vertuous Mother of the Deceaſed, 
had ſcarce dried their "OE bor the prmmatite. ry 
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of 1 lovely Se before another is taken 
away from them, Beach upon Breach; produces 
Sorrow / upon Sortowoꝰ.  Fofeph is not, and Lacey 
nt. Thiſe "Things are againſt ne, ſaid the 
good Pattiarch Jacob. Let not the bereaved: Parents 
ſay thus, with Reſpect to theſe grie vous Fhings which 
they meet with,” and refuſe: to be comfotted. O that 
theit grey Hairs may not be brought down thereby 
with Sorrow to the Grave! The Burdem is heavy for - 
them to bear, with the Infirmities of Age. May 
God ſupport them ! The Comforter only can relieve 
their Spirits. Their Trials are ſuch as give Orcaſion 
for their Faith and Patience to be found unto Honour 
nent nent e 203-76 BENT 15193; 7 
Ga Tana 1 (930213601 10 1078. Digna) 34 3 | 
God" hath called for their Iſaacs, and by reſigning 
them to him in the Faith of Abrabam, they will ap- 
rove themſelves his Son and Daughter, who is the 
Father of all them that believe. God graciouſiy gave 
them Sons, which to part with contentedly at his re- 
manding of them, will argue the Strength of their 
Graces evidence their ſaperior Love to Chriſt, their 
Self edenial, and profound Submiſſion. Shall they not 
ble che Name of the Lord, who gave, and who 
hath taken away? Few Parents have ſuch Children 
to bury: In whoſe Life there is fo much Comfort; 
and in hoſe Death there is ſo great Hope. If their's 
had been of a more doubtful) or leſs deſireable Cha- 
racter, would they not with Haron, have held their 
Peate ? of, with Eu, have ſaid, It is the Lord, let 
him da what ſcemeth him good? Is the Death of 
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Mr. ' Ebenezer Haneoch x very ingenious and ſerious young 
Man, and well-qualify'd Miniſter, who ſerved as a Son 

With hisFather in the Göſpel, ſix Years and died January 

28h 1789,40, greatly, and univerſally lamented. 

3 3 

(F- ” their 


7% 
A — 


- 
þ 
£ 


4 Funeral SERMON wy 


their Sons a'Loſs, and not à Separation rather for a 
little Time ? Præmiſſimus, non Amiſimus, may they Tay . 
We have ſent them before us, not loſt them from us; 
So David comforted himſelf when his Son was dead, 
T ſpall go to him, but he ſpall not return unto ms. 
a rH O007Y 090 IN 
May their ſurviving Children be ſtill great Bleſſings 
to them; and left. by them ſuch to the World. We 
heartily ſympathiſe with theſe in their deep Sorrow, 
who are now diſtreſſed for another Brother, that was 
very pleaſant unto them. May they attend to the 
loud, repeated Call, given them in Providence, to be 
alſo ready. $9.55 „ R 5 + 8 WJ . K 
Let the Miniſters of the Lord weep on this mourn- 
ful Occaſion. The aſſoeiated Paſtors of the Vicinity 
will do ſo in a ſpecial Manner, and always ſpeakof the 
deceaſed Man of God in their Lamentations, ſaying, 
Alas, my Brother ! How great a Help and Comfort to 
us was our dear Fellow-Labourer, who is now called. 
out of the Vineyard? How ſweet to us hath been 
his Converſation ! How found his Advice! How 
kind his Affiſtance ! How tender his Sympathy with 
us in our Troubles! Few Brethren in the Miniſtr 
have liv'd together in greater Unity than we, (Bebol 
bow good, and how pleaſant it is for all to do ſo:) And 
under God, it hath ſeem'd to be very much owing to 
Mr. Hancock's excellent Spirit, and earneſt Care to 
keep up miniſterial Communion, and preſerve bro- 
therly Love. Our Strength is now weakened. We 
have no Man like- minded. Lover and Friend God 
hath put far from us, and our Acquaintance into 


The Churches in this Neighbourhood and Land 
have Cauſe to lament the Death of One, who affectio- 
nately ca red for their State; eſpecially, when Diſor- 
ders were breaking in upon them, and he apprehended 
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Error and Confuſion. He was a- hearty 


em in Danger of falling from their Stedfaſtneſs, into 
Friend to 
their Peace and Welfare, and ſet for the Defence of 
2 1 8 __ of the Gof- 
in them. If any have thought him an O a 
of the Work of God, it was from their he gs 
it, or him. He was ſtudious to prevent, or rectify 
Miſtakes about it; but as zealous to advance every 
Thing that really belongs to it. Alas! that he muſt 
live no longer to ſerve the Intereſt of pure Religion 
among us. Several burning and ſhining Lights in 
the ſpiritual Candleſticks, have lately been put out by 
Death: Others are clouded with Affliction, and co» 
ver'd with Reproach, -- O that we might hear the 
Voice of the Lord's Controverſy with us; and not 
farther provoke him to remove our Teachers into 
Corners; the dark Retreats of Death, . the ſilent 


Receſſes of the Grave. 


Braintree may this Day be called Bochim, a Place of 
Weepers. All Perſons in it, of whatever Rank, or 
Condition, or Denomination they be, lament the 
Death of 'a Man greatly beloved. The Concern 
which appears in every Face, is a Teſtimony that 
he was fo; whoſe Remains we are now cotnmitting 
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As he feared God from his Youth, and feared him 
atly, ſo he had a benevolent Diſpoſition: toward 
en, and did Good to all as he had rtunity: 


t their Bodies, as well as Souls. He was a Lover 
f Hoſpitality, and delighted in Works of Mercy. 


4 Man could be truer to his Friend; and it was 
for want of an Object, not an Inclination, if he did 


not ſerve his Enemy. He guided his temporal 


oy 


Affairs with Diſcretion 4 and was an Example of In- 
duſtry and Frogality, 0 I. He 
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Ez 
He walked in his Uprightnebs, i in a ſteady, uni- 
form Courſe of godly; righteous and ſober Practice. 


Aud his was Peace. Pining Sickneſs, 
and Pain (which he bore. with admirable Patience) 
diſabled him from converſing much with his Bre- 


thren, who viſited him after his Confinement to his 


Chamber and Bed. But what he did ſpeak, was to 
their Satisfaction and Comfort, that he had the Hope 
of the Righteous in Death: That he had (as he 
once ſaid unto me, I truſt that I have) a good Con- 
ſcience, and this Teſtimony of it for his rejoicing, 
that in Simplicity and god Sincerity he had his 
Converſation in the World. He was a humble, be- 
lieving, prayerful Expectant of God's Salvation 
and dy'd as he liv'd; looking for N of che 
Lan Jeſus to eternal Life, - ----; 


Let vs all be excited to follow him, as he fol · 
lowed Chriſt, that ſo we may meet in the bleſſed 
World, where there is no more Death, and the 
Days of our 22 N ſhall be ended, 
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